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Impairments In Lanquage Development Can Be

Detected In Infants As You?’q As 3 Months Old
."/ *—-_I

ScienceDaily Uncover how the brains of infants distinguishfefiénces in sounds and it may
become possible to correct language problems egfarebchildren start to speak, sparing them
the difficulties that come from struggling with Gumge.

New studies conducted by Professor of Neurosciéxmd Benasich and her Infancy Studies
Laboratory at Rutgers University in Newark are ediveg new and exciting clues about how
infant brains begin to acquire language and pathegway for correcting language difficulties at
a time when the brain is most able to change.

Benasich and her lab were the first to determia¢ llow efficiently a baby processes differences
between rapidly occurring sounds is the best ptediof future language problems. Using
methods developed by Benasich and her lab, it eatletlermined as early as three to six months
whether a baby will struggle with language develepm

Benasich’s research is now focused on uncoveringpgtific detail how the developing brain
processes and distinguishes acoustic differencasatiive in rapid succession. The ability to
differentiate those sounds, such as the differdmteeen “ba” and “da,” is critically important
because decoding language requires us to proogssuilitory differences occurring as quickly as
40 milliseconds. During the first months of lifbetbaby’s developing brain also is involved in
constructing an acoustic map of the sounds of hiseo native language. That map allows the
baby to efficiently acquire language. Apparentlgwever, in some infants the process seems to
go awry.

About 5 to 10 percent of all children beginning @zhare estimated to have language-learning
impairments (LLI) leading to reading, speaking and
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comprehension problems, according to Benasichaimilies with a history of LLI, 40 to 50
percent of children are likely to have a similanlgem. Many of these children go on to develop
dyslexia.

Using several novel methods, including dense dg&&aG/ERP recordings, Benasich and her lab
are able to analyze EEG, ERPs and the proportiaganfma power in infant brains. The dense
sensor array allows the researchers to gently measufull range of brain activity. Those
measurements are obtained by placing a soft barfreetnsors, resembling a hairnet with lots of
little sponges, on a baby's head and then haviagrfant listen to different series of rapid tone
seguences.

“We are finding that children who have difficultyqeessing rapid auditory input are not just
showing a simple maturational lag, but are actuplycessing incoming acoustic information
differently,” says Benasich.

Specifically, the research shows that babies whmgte with rapid auditory processing appear to
be using different brain areas (as shown by nepaterns) and perhaps different analysis
strategies to accomplish that task than childrea ddnot have such difficulties. Included among
their initial findings, the researchers have fodesds left hemisphere activity in the brains of
children who struggle with rapid auditory procegsas compared with matched control children.
By pinpointing the exact differences in how theibraandles incoming acoustic information, it
may become possible to guide the brains of balieska of developing language problems to
work more efficiently before the children even lretyi speak.

“We can predict with about 90 percent accuracy vehbaby's language capabilities will be just
by their response to tones,” says Benasich. “Opehww is that we will be able to gently guide
the brains of infants who are at the highest rimklanguage learning impairments to be more
efficient processors so they can avoid the diffieslthat result from struggling with language.”

To shed additional light on how inefficiencies mpid auditory processing might be corrected,
Benasich and her team have developed a MagnetionBese Imaging (MRI) protocol for
scanning naturally sleeping healthy babies. Thibrigue will allow better localization of active
brain areas. To solve the challenge of imaginghttans of young children who typically are
unable to lie still for extended periods in a s@nMmBenasich’s team conducts the scans in the
evening and asks the parents to go through théd'smormal bedtime routine, such as reading
their infant a story, nursing them, rocking andggling. Once the child is asleep, headphones
providing a steady stream of lullabies and an agofsam bonnet are placed on the baby’'s head
to reduce the sound of the MRI.

“Our goal is not only to develop training techniquéo correct rapid auditory processing
problems, but to identify the period during infaletvelopment when the brain is most “plastic,” or
most able to change through learning,” explainsai3eih.

The lab’s work is funded by several sources, indgdgrants from the Solomon Center for
Neurodevelopmental Research, the Don and LindaeC&dundation, the National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development, and a new $80grant from the Ellison Medical
Foundation
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Why Use Videos in Teaching Enqglish?

Using videos in the English class is a very hdlgind stimulating method to motivate your
students to get the most of the lesson. See somdiqal reasons and interesting ways of
approaching this method it this article.

As technology develops, written materials tend & gver less popular for learning foreign
languages. People seem to no longer find pleasur@aiding books. The art of applying the new
technology to practical language learning problemery well demonstrated here with rewarding
and motivating results.

As teachers agree, both songs and videos play @ortamt part in teaching and learning a foreign
language, as they employ real-life situations wéhl-life expressions and other particularities.
The main difference between songs and videos idrthibe latter, there is another sense involved:
that of seeing. However, simply watching TV does$ account for too good a means to teach
English, because it's all there, the pictures,dha@racters, the script, leaving very little left éur
imagination

There are plenty of ideas to use when trying teheBnglish with the help of videos. One
suggestion might be to turn off the sound and asétemits to make up a dialogue from a scene
they've just watched.

Another idea would be to simply let just a partleé class watch a video, then have them describe
to the others what they've seen and understood.

The teacher can also freeze certain moments ofittep, by watching and pausing at very
exciting moments, then ask students to predict wiagt happen next.

The main functions of using videos during the Estgkclasses are that of motivating and helping
students to understand this language,
but still, there are some rules to follow in ortieget good results:

. First of all, the movie part or video should not be lenthan 5 minutes, in order to help
them understand properly what it is about and it tasks are.

. Secondly it is advisable to make a correct predictiontsf time students might take to
perform the tasks.

° Thirdly , one should also mind the context in which thewiés used, the video should be
part of the whole lesson management. An esseréalant is to have a clear aim for using the
video and also to be able to understand studesésisnlike: vocabulary explanations, guessing
words from context or from using gestures and faoipressions.

Here are some activities that can be done duringssclafter viewing the video.
One of them could be role-playing, for example hgvétudents act out the dialogues and lines
from the video, stressing the correct intonatiod pronunciation.

I
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B.Another idea is that of interviews.

The teacher asks students to move around the atemsend interview one another using
guestions that can be found in the interviews.

C.One can also resort to a sort of information gape teacher divides the class in two. Half of
the class watches the video without sound, andother listens to it without image. Then the
teacher can put students in pairs from each lwalfate them discuss the situations and characters
and perform the scenes in front of the class.

D.Still another post-watching activity might be thoé randomly handing out written fragments of
the video dialogues and ask students to put tles iogether in order to recreate the scenes.

E.However, the most classic type of activity iscdissing before or after watching the video.
There are plenty of topics for students, like thosterring to the general plot, the feelings,
actions, thoughts of the main characters in thaesce

One may also ask students to tell which charabty like best and why, or which they identify
with and why, or to think about the things that tearacters in the scene are thinking, but not
saying out loud, and give reasons for the chargicagtitude. Students may create such inner
monologues and then present them in front of thesclin order to discuss their ideas regarding
the video.
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Brain Food

As new research published today reveals a link éetwpoor diet and mental ill health, Fran
Gorman says it's time for the government to act

There appears to be no respite in the pace or ingbalse growing burden of mental ill health on
individuals and the nation as a whole. One in foeople is likely to experience a mental iliness at
some point in their life, and the costs of mentdigalth to the UK economy are now approaching
£100bn a year.
Mental health problems are believed to be the raduh combination of factors, including age,
genetics and environmental factors. One of the mlogibus, yet under-recognized factors in the
development of major trends in mental health isrte of nutrition.

But the body of evidence linking diet and mentalltteis growing at a rapid pace. As well as its
impact on short and long-term mental health, thielesce indicates that food could play an
important contributing role in the development, eg@ment and prevention of specific mental
health problems such as depression, schizophratiention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and
Alzheimer’s disease.

I B S I o Ol

m XIC N
exl an

The increasing incidence of mental ill health echoleanges in food production in the UK. The
last 50 years have witnessed significant changeisetavay food is produced and manufactured.
The proliferation of industrialized farming hasroduced higher levels and different types of fat
into our diet.

Chickens now reach their slaughter weight twicdass$ as they did 30 years ago, which has
changed the nutritional profile of the meat. Wheraachicken carcass used to be 2% fat, it has
now risen to 22%. Also, the diet fed to chickens bhanged, which has reduced omega-3 fatty
acids and increased omega-6 fatty acids in chickeat. Similarly, the diet fed to farmed fish is
changing the ratio of fatty acids in the fish wé é& a result, the population’s intake of omega-3
fatty acids has decreased whilst the consumptioonaéga-6 fatty acids has increased. This
unequal intake combined with a lack of vitamins anoherals has been linked depression,
concentration and memory problems.

At the same time, the UK population is consumings l@utritious, fresh produce and more



L&S Journal

saturated fats and sugars. Over the last 60 ypkars has been a 34% decline in UK vegetable
consumption with currently only 13% of men and 1884vomen now eating at least five portions
of fruit and vegetables per day. New substances) as pesticides, additives and trans-fats have
been introduced to our diets. Alone and togethersé substances can prevent the brain from
functioning effectively.

A poll carried out by the Mental Health Foundatfoand that:

* Women eat healthy foods, including fresh vegesgtiwiit or fruit juice and meals made from
scratch, more often than men, who tend to eat tadeaways and ready meals.

» Two-thirds of those who do not have daily men&édlth problems eat fresh fruit, vegetables or
juice every day, compared with less than half ajsth who do report daily mental health
problems.

» Younger people are more likely than older peoplextperience daily mental health problems.
Foods can have an immediate and lasting effect @wp@erson’s mental health and behavior
because of the way they affect the structure amdtion of the brain. While most people are
aware of how diet affects their physical healthyde understand that the brain, as an organ, is
affected by the foods they eat, and how this hdsix@k on effect on their mental health.
While some foods damage the brain by releasingi$oar oxidants that harm healthy brain cells,
there are many more nutrients that serve the bsétimout deception or damage, which can
improve mood and mental wellbeing. Dietary inteti@ms may hold the key to a number of the
mental health challenges our society is facing. I\ investment is being laid out to develop
this knowledge, and only a tiny - but growing - ragnof professionals are putting it to effective
use.

In May 2005, a team at the Doncaster and South lulNiBS trust was set up to help young
people experiencing their first episode of psychodihe team helps the young people by
improving their nutrition, with the aim of prevemgj the physical complications of schizophrenia
and improving their mental state. All young peoplte given a full nutritional assessment and
analysis. Where a person has nutritional deficenan their diet, they are given omega-3 fatty
acids, multivitamins and mineral supplements. Thaik poor diets are advised to reduce their
intake of saturated fat and sugar. Young peopletlaer encouraged to eat a balanced diet, to
reduce the need for supplements and follow an eesprogram.

Growing evidence indicates the benefits of diefatgrventions to support a person’s recovery
from mental health problems. But financial investtnds now needed to further this
understanding and develop appropriate interventimnselp people manage mental health
problems including depression, dementia,ttentidicidéyperactivity disorder d schizophrenia.
Mental Health Foundation has joined forces with Sustain, the alliance for food and farming to
raise awareness of the links between nutrition armghtal health. We are calling on the
government to recognize these links and to incréaaacial and political support to ensure that a
variety of nutrient-rich foods are available foropée to buy in the UK. We are also hoping that
the government will improve the quality of food pided to people with mental health problems,
with appropriate support and guidance for mentaltheservice providers.
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Exploring the mechanics of judgment,beliefs,
technigue images brain activity when we think of
others

vwe judge hem, and
what happens in our brains when we do?

MIT neuroscientist Rebecca Saxe is tackling thosgh questions and many others. Her goal is
no less than understanding how the brain givesaisiee abilities that make us uniquely human--
making moral judgments, developing belief system inderstanding language.

It's a huge task, but "different chunks of it canbitten off in different ways," she says.

Saxe, who joined MIT's faculty in 2006 as an aasisprofessor of brain and cognitive sciences,
specializes in social cognition--how people intetmther people's thoughts. It's a difficult subjec
to get at, since people's thoughts and belief$ bardbserved directly.

"These are extremely abstract kinds of conceptsoadih we use them fluently and constantly to
get around in the world," says Saxe.

While it's impossible to observe thoughts direcitlyis possible to measure which brain regions
are active while people are thinking about certhings. Saxe probes the brain circuits underlying
human thought with a technique called functionagn&ic resonance imaging (fMRI), a type of
brain scan that measures blood flow.

Using fMRI, she has identified an area of the bi@#ire temporoparietal junction) that lights up
when people think about other people's thoughtsietiting we do often as we try to figure out
why others behave as they do.

That finding is "one of the most astonishing dismies in the field of human cognitive
neuroscience," says Nancy Kanwisher, the Ellen IBwaRichards Professor of Brain and
Cognitive Sciences at MIT and Saxe's PhD thesisadv
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Breaking down the brain

Because fMRI reveals brain activity indibgcby monitoring blood flow rather than the figirof
neurons, it is considered a fairly rough tool fdudying cognition. However, it still offers an
invaluable approach for neuroscientists, Saxe says.

More precise techniques, such as recording activitgn single neurons, can't be used in humans
because they are too invasive. fMRI gives a ger&mapshot of brain activity, offering insight into
what parts of the brain are involved in complexritige activities.

Saxe's recent studies use fMRI to delve into mpmdment--specifically, what happens in the brain
when people judge whether others are behaving tor@ubjects in her studies make decisions
regarding classic morality scenarios such as whatle OK to flip a switch that would divert a
runaway train onto a track where it would kill gmerson instead of five people.

Judging others' behavior in such situations tummsto be a complex process that depends on more
than just the outcome of an event, says Saxe.

"Two events with the exact same outcome get extsedifferent reactions based on our inferences of
someone's mental state and what they were thirikig, says.

For example, judgments often depend on whetheijutiging person is in conflict with the person
performing the action. When a soldier sets off mbpan observer's perception of whether the soldier
intended to Kill civilians depends on whether tluddier and observer are on the same side of the
conflict.

In a future study, Saxe and one of her postdoctasabciates plan to study how children develop
beliefs regarding groups in longstanding confligthmtheir own group (for example, Muslims and
Serbs in the former Yugoslavia, or Sunnis and Rsiin parts of the Middle East).

They hope to first identify brain regions that amive while people think about members of a confli
group, then observe any changes in brain actielipWing mediation efforts such as "peace camps"
that bring together children from two conflict gpsu

Big questions  Saxe earned her PhD from MIT i@ @&nd recently her first graduate student, Liane
Young, successfully defended her PhD thesis. Tktaines a direct line of female brain and cognitive
scientists at MIT that started with Molly Potterofessor of psychology, who advised Kanwisher.

"It is thrilling to see this line of four generati® of female scientists," Kanwisher says.

Saxe, a native of Toronto, says she wanted to $&emtist from a young age, inspired by two older
cousins who were biochemists.

At first, "l wanted to be a geneticist becauseduiht it was so cool that you could make life ofut o
chemicals. You start with molecules and you makeeson. | thought that was mind-blowing," she
says.

She was eventually drawn to neuroscience becawgseahted to explore big questions, such as how
the brain gives rise to the mind.

She says that approach places her right where ahéswto be in the continuum of scientific study,
which ranges from tiny systems such as a cell-fiiggpgoathway, to entire human societies. At each
level, there is a tradeoff between the size ofgihestions you can ask and the concreteness of emswe
you can get, Saxe says. "I'm doing this becawsant to pursue these more-abstract questions, maybe
at the cost of never finding out the answers,"shes
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Investigating memory development in
children and infantile amnesia in adults
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Abstract

Although many researchers have worked on memory dedopment, still little is
known about what develops in memory development. Wdn one reviews the
literature about memory, she encounters many typesf memories such as short
term vs. long term memory, working memory, explicitvs. implicit memory,
trans-saccadic memory, autobiographical memory, seamtic vs. episodic
memory, flashbulb memory, verbal memory, and so may other types of
memory which are intended to describe the memory mcesses. But can all these
terms thoroughly explain what goes on in memory? Ddhese terms imply
anything about the capacity of memory or about theole of language in memory
development? If we could answer the questions abotlte memory capacity and
the role of such factors as language in memory deepment, we might be able to
find the answers to still more interesting and morechallenging questions about
memory, i.e., what actually develops in memory del@ment and what causes
the enigma of infantile amnesia. The purpose of thpresent research was, then,
to find the solutions to the problem of infantile annesia.

Key words: Infantile amnesia; memory capacity; memory develoment,
retrieval.

1. Introduction

The literature about memory is full of different classifications of memories (see,
for example, Lust, 2006; Lightbown and Spada, 2006Taylor, 2005; Hunt and
Ellis, 2004; Levin, 2004), but none of them fully rasps the total picture of
memory. For example, Levin (2004) elaborates on dédrent types of memories
such as recognition memory, visuo-spatial memory,rdns-saccadic memory,
object memory, perceptual information vs. conceptukinformation memory and
so on. Furthermore, Goswami (2002) provides a relate comprehensive
classification of memories including autobiographial memory, episodic
memory, explicit vs. implicit memory, declarative &. non- declarative, verbal
memory, pre-verbal memory, non-verbal memory such s visuo-spatial memory,
semantic memory, procedural memory, working memory,eyewitness memory,
short-term vs. long-term memory, logical memory, sategic memory, spatial
memory, voluntary vs. involuntary memory, serial menory, phonological
memory, collective memory, rote memory, and recogtion memory.
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Although Goswami's classification is relatively cormrehensive, but there are too
many areas of overlap among the memory terms thathe defines, so that
distinguishing them from one another is very diffialt. For example, Goswami
(2002, p.128) first defines autobiographical or peonal memory as "memories of
specific events or experiences in which the indivical has a sense of personal

involvement. They make up one's life story or perswal past’, but then she
classifies autobiographical memory as a type of egpdic memory and considers
episodic memory as a type of explicit memory and otrasts it with semantic
memory which is a type of implicit memory; "whereas episodic memory
concerns events and experiences that can be conssly retrieved, semantic
memory refers to our knowledge of language, rulesra concepts. In contrast,
implicit or procedural memory represents a variety of nonconscious abilities,
including the capacity for learning habits and skils, and some forms of classical
conditioning”(Goswami, 2002, p. 239).

Regarding explicit and implicit memories, Nelson'sdefinition is more tenable.
According to Nelson (1995, cited in Siegler, 1998, 180), "explicit memories are
ones that can be described verbally, that are consas, or that can be visualized
as a mental image"”, while implicit memories are one that can not be detected
directly, and that can be detected through physiolgical reactions without
conscious attention.

Another classification of memories is provided by &neider. Schneider (1999,
cited in Goswami, 2002, p. 228) distinguishes betem "episodic memory (the
conscious recollection of events and experiencesgemantic memory (our
knowledge of language, rules and concepts), procedl memory (learning our
unconscious abilities such as habits and skills),orking memory (the ability to
hold information to mind and operate on it), and egwitness memory (the ability
to provide accurate testimony)".

But what are all these types of memory for? Probalyl they are intended to
describe the memory processes. But, what are the mery processes that these
terms try to explain? And, can all these terms thasughly explain what goes on
in memory? These are the questions that we seek tmd answers for in the
following sections.

2. Memory Processes in Adults and Children

For sure, memory is not a master-file to store ouexperiences to be retrieved
later on in the form of a series of photographs omovies. Because if this was the
case, the eyewitness in the law court would not hawany problem in recounting
what happened at the scene of the crime. But the dais that our memory not
only doesn't include all of our previous experience but also it includes events
that never happened. Therefore, we might concludehat our memory is a
combination of our experiences and our imaginationBut why is it so that we do
not remember most of our previous experiences? Andhy is it so that children
even remember less than adults? To answer these twaestions, we must know
about the three phases of memory, namely; encodingtorage, and retrieval.
According to Siegler (1998), in the encoding phaswee form two types of
representations: verbatim and gist. Verbatim includes the details of the events,
e.g. the exact words spoken, but the:gist is thesesice of the events, e.g. the
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meanings of the sentences rather than their exactords, and is, therefore, more
durable in the memory than the verbatim. Siegler (298) further reasons that
adults don't remember their childhood because wherthey were encoding the
information in their childhood, they paid more attention to the verbatim
information than to the gist, and since verbatim isless durable in the memory
they don't remember it anymore.

In the second phase, storage, after a child has s#ssfully encoded and stored
the information, some factors may cause her to foeg the information, such as:

1. Suggestibility; when we ask children below sixJeading (or sometimes
misleading) questions they change their recall inicections consistent with the
implications of the questions and forget their orignal information, 2. Reality
monitoring; preschoolers can't distinguish what thg imagined from what they
really happened, and 3. Time; after one to two yeat the accuracy of children's
recall deteriorates considerably. (Siegler, 1998, 176-7)

Siegler (1998) believes that in the third phase ofmemory, retrieval, the
conditions under which children are asked to retrige the information influences
what they remember. For example, when a child is &esd to recall the
information from memory by asking such questions aswhere did you go last
summer vacation?" she might remember less than wheshe is asked recognition
guestions such as "did you go to France last summeacation?" Also, repeating
the same question from a child, often elicits difi@nt answers.

But how can one justify the difference between adtd' and children's memories?
It is generally believed that adults can remember wre accurately than children.
According to Siegler (1998) there are at least foupossible justifications for the
difference between adults' and children's memories:

Adults have superior basic processes and capacitjes
Adults know a greater variety of memory strategies;
Adults have greater meta-cognitive knowledge; and
Adults have greater content knowledge.

PowbdPR

Goswami (2002, p. 239) asserts that "changes in lh@asmemory strategies,
metacognitive knowledge, and domain knowledge all oatribute to

developmental changes in memory performance"”. Accaling to Siegler (1998),
basic memory processes are present at birth, memorstrategies appear later
than basic memory capacities in the second year dife, rehearsal strategy
appears between the ages of 5 and 7, implicit metagnitive knowledge is evident
quite early among toddlers, while explicit knowledg about memory appears
between the ages of 5 and 15, and content knowleddevelops from infancy
onward. But, if all these memory processes are prest from early childhood,

why don't adults remember most of their childhood &periences?

3. Factors Influencing Retrieval

Many factors may contribute to the retrieval and fagetting of our previous
experiences. Findings from different research showhat the content of one's
earliest autobiographical memories is influenced bya wide variety of factors
including one's age, gender and culture, reinforceent and reminders. For
example, in a study, Peterson et al. (2005) founbat verbal memory is accessible
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from very early childhood but it disappears at late ages. Also, they found a
difference between the type of memories that girlsould retrieve and the type of
the memories that boys could retrieve. In their expriment, girls recalled
traumatic or transitional events while boys recalld play events. About the role
of gender in retrieval, MacDonald et al. (2000), aoparing the memories
reported by a group of men and women, found that wmen retrieve more
information. MacDonald et al. (2000) also found thaculture is an influential
factor in retrieving the information.

Another experiment conducted by Bauer et al. (2007n a group of seven-to-ten
year olds has shown that girls provided more compte narratives than boys. It

has also shown that our early autobiographical mem@es may change in the
course of time. Nevertheless, comparing the earlynd later memories, West and
Bauer (1999) found few objective differences betweethe early and later

memories of women and men. Bauer et al.'s (2007héling regarding transience

of memory is consistent with Schmolck et al.'s (2@) findings that show original

memory continues to change about one year after asxperience. Schmolck et
al.'s (2000) examined flashbulb memories in Amerigastudents and fund that
the quality of recollections of memory after 32 moths was significantly different

from the quality of recollections of memory after 5 months with many errors

creeping into the memory accounts.

According to Neisser (1982), one of the factors thehelps to have enduring
memories is reinforcing the memories; fore exampleflashbulb memory of the

attacks on the world trade center is long lasting écause it is constantly
reinforced by reminders such as the media.

4. The Enigma of Infantile Amnesia and its Solution

Infantile amnesia has different representations. Gewami (2002, p.141)
characterizes infantile amnesia by "(a) a relativepaucity among adults of
memories of events that happened before their thiraer fourth birthday..., and
(b) a smaller number of verbally accessible memorgefrom the years of 3 to 7
than would be expected based on forgetting alone".

There are different reasons for infantile amnesia othe lack of memory of our

early years. One of the reasons mentioned by Huntnd Ellis (2004) is that in

amnesia, episodic memory is impaired, while semawtimemory is spared.
Another justification is proposed by Siegler (1998vho mentions four causes for
infantile amnesia: 1. passage of time, 2. immatust of the frontal lobes of the
brain which are responsible for memory; frontal lobes of the brain start to

develop very late toward the end of the first yeaand during the first year they

can only support implicit memories which don't requre conscious thought and
verbal descriptions, 3. having little social interation during childhood, and 4.

Incompatibilities between the ways in which infantsencode information and the
ways in which adults retrieve it; for example, aduls try to retrieve the names of
things they saw, while when they were infants thegidn't tend to encode the
information verbally. Still another reason mentionel by Howe and Courage
(1993, 1997, cited in Goswami, 2002 p. 43) is tlaek of a cognitive self-concept
before the age of two.

Usher and Neisser (1993) claim that the offset ohitdhood amnesia (the earliest
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age of recall) differs based on the type of the measry recalled. They found, for
example, that the offset of childhood amnesia for dspitalization and sibling
birth is age 2 while it is the age of 3 for deathrad move. Usher and Neisser's
(1993) claim is consistent with Bruce et al.'s (28) research in that they
observed that adults described and dated the firdtagment memories (memories
in the form of an image, a behavior or an emotionysubstantially earlier in life

: : o . : 1
than first event memories (episodic memories) — appximately 3 S years of age

for the first fragment memories versus roughly 4 yars of age for the first event
memories. Bruce et al. (2005) further contend thathe end of the childhood
amnesia is marked by the earliest remembered fragmé memories, not by the
earliest event (episodic) memories.

Another important factor that influences retrieval of the information in the
experiments conducted by different researchers ishe way the researchers ask
guestions from the participants in the experiments.For example, Jack and
Hayne (2007) show that the nature of the question used #licit early memories
influences the age from which memories are retriewk and thus influences the
boundary of infantile amnesia. Nelson (1998) in hipaper namely "the nature of
early memory" elucidates the neurobiological mechaisms that cause changes in
memory and reasons that maturation of cortical area in the temporal and
frontal cortices that happens between the ages ofahd 4 is likely responsible for
infantile amnesia or for the lack of access to ong'earliest memories.

Johnston (1997) reviews the literature about memorand mentions at least six
possible factors that may cause infantile amnesiat. Repression of distasteful
memories; 2. Neurological immaturity; 3. Lack of menory abilities in infancy; 4.
Lack of ability to tell stories in infancy; 5. Lack of sense of self in infancy; and 6.
Lack of a theory of mind in infancy. Another factor which is believed to play a
pivotal role in infantile amnesia is language devepment. Infants are thought to
have nonverbal or preverbal memories. Simcock and &yne (2002) conducted an
experiment to test whether children could report tleir preverbal memories with
the words that they learned afterwards. But they fand that children fail to
translate their personal preverbal memories into laguage. Therefore, it can be
concluded that since children encode the informatio in nonverbal mode, they
can not retrieve in a verbal mode.

Although many of the causes of the problem of infarle amnesia and some of the
solutions to this problem are known to us still moe research is needed to
uncover the mystery of the infantile amnesia and t@rovide us with a thorough
understanding of all the possible solutions to th@roblem of infantile amnesia,
and a complete appreciation of the mechanisms of éhmemory development and
memory attrition.



L&S Journal

5. Conclusion

Although diverse classifications of memory have rbggoposed by
different researchers to account for different mgnpmocesses, none of
them have fully grasped the total picture of thenoey development in
children and infantile amnesia in adults. Howeuenas been found that
there are a number of areas in which children's ones are different
from adults' memories: 1. working memory capacigy; long-term
memory capacity; 3. data encoding procedures; 4atidm of data
retention; 5. data retrieval procedures; 6. basdcgdures and capacities;
7. variety of memory strategies; 8. meta-cognitkrewledge; and 9.
content knowledge. Furthermore, retrieving the eohtof our earliest
memories is influenced by a wide variety of factemsluding age,
gender, culture, reinforcement, reminders, etc.ofdingly, there are
different reasons for infantile amnesia such aspéssage of time; 2.
immaturity of the frontal lobes of the brain whiele responsible for
memory; 3. having little social interaction, 4. amepatibilities between
the ways in which infants encode the informatiod #re ways in which
adults retrieve it; 5. lack of the ability to trdate preverbal memory into
verbal memory; 6. lack of the ability to assemitlgments of events
into a coherent narrative; 7. locality of the inf@tion; 8. sensitivity to
the condition present at the time of original enogd9. the difference
between encoding and retrieval contexts; 10. thereaf the questions
used to elicit early memories; 11. absence of oecd@ment; 12.
maturation of temporal and frontal cortices betwdenages of 1 and 4;
13. repression of distasteful memories; 14. lackasfse of self; 15. lack
of a theory of mind; and 16. lack of the abilitytedl stories. Seeking to
solve the problem of infantile amnesia, expertshia field of memory
proposed the followings as the possible solutionthis problem: 1. the
physiological maturation of the frontal lobes oé thrain, 2. hearing and
producing stories about past events, 3. improvedding of the gist of
the events, and 4. frequent reminding of the pashts. However, more
research is needed in this field to identify théeotsolutions to the
problem of infantile amnesia and to elucidate tleemanisms of memory
development and memory attrition.
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Persian literature

Kelileh va DemnelPersian manuscript copy dated 1429, ftdaerat depicts the Jackal trying to

lead the Lion astray.

Nizami Mausoleum
in the
Republic of Azerbaija.

Persian literatureRersian <L L) spans two and a half millennia, though much ef fine-
Islamic material has been lost. Its sources often conma fev-flung regions beyond the borders
of present-day Iran, as the Persian language floed and survives across wide swath€efitral
Asia. For instanceRumi, one of Persia's best-loved poets, wrote in Peisid lived inKonya,
now in Turkey and then the capital of tt&eljuks The Ghaznavidsonquered large territories in
Central andSouth Asiaand adopted Persian as their court language. Tisetbus Persian
literature from areas that are now parddghanistanand other parts afentral Asia Not all this
literature is written in Persian as some consider works written by ethRiersiansin other

languages, such &reekandArabic, to be included.

Surviving works inPersian languagdsuch asOld Persiaror Middle Persiah date back as far as
522 BCE, the date of the earliest survivinghaemenidnscription, theBehistun InscriptionThe
bulk of the surviving Persian literature, howeveomes from the times following thislamic
conquest of Persiairca 650 CE. After thébbasidscame to power (750 CE), the Persians
became the scribes and bureaucrats of the Islampir@ and, increasingly, also its writers and
poets. Persians wrote both in Arabic and Persiensi@# predominated in later literary circles.
Persian poets such &a'dj Hafiz, Rumi and Omar Khayyamare well known in the world and
have influenced the literature of many countries.
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Classical Persian literature

Pre-Islamic Persian literature

Very few literary works survived from ancient PersThis is partly due to the destruction of
the library at Persepolis. Most of what remains stsis of the royal inscriptions of
Achaemenidkings, particularly Darius | (522-486 BC) and Isisn Xerxes. Zoroastrian
writings mainly were destroyed in thslamic conquest of Persidhe Parsiswho fled to
India, however, took with them some of the bookshef Zoroastrian canon, including some
of the Avestaand ancient commentaries (Zend) thereof. Some svofrlSassanid geography
and travel also survived albeit in Arabic transias.

No single text devoted tliterary criticismhas survived from pre-Islamic Persia. However,
some essays iRahlavisuch as "Ayin-e name nebeshtan" (Principles oftiyiBook) and
"Bab-e edteda’l-ye" Kalileh o Demneh have been considered as literary criticism
(Zarrinkoub, 1959).

Some researchers have quoted the Sho'ubiyye ediagghat the pre-Islamic Persians had
books on eloquence, such as 'Karvand'. No tracainsnof such books. There are some
indications that some among the Persian elite argliar with Greek rhetoric and literary
criticism (Zarrinkoub, 1947).

Persian literature of the medieval and pre-moderiofds

While initially overshadowed by Arabiduring theUmayyadand earlyAbbasid caliphates,
New Persiarsoon became a literary language again ofetral Asiarlands. The rebirth of
the language in its new form is often accredited~éodowsj Unsuri Dagiqi, Rudakj and
their generation, as they used pre-Islamic natismaias a conduit to revive the language and
customs of ancient Persia.

In particular, say§erdowsihimself in hisShahnama

u.a.u‘)l...gwﬂgei‘)smi‘)?;c wdmog\‘)aea‘)g@‘)w

"For thirty years, | endured much pain amtdest

with Persian | gave th&jam verve and life".
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Persian story telling

One Thousand and One Nigl{ersian & S= 5 J3») is a medievafolk tale collection which
tells the story oBcheherazad@n Persian: Sahad 2 %), a Sassanidjueen who must relate a
series of stories to her malevolent husband, ihghryar (Sahgy), to delay her execution. The
stories are told over a period of one thousanda@dnights, and every night she ends the story
with a suspenseful situation, forcing the King ®ek her alive for another day. The individual

stories were created over several centuries, by peaple from a number of different lands.

The nucleus of the collection is formed biPahlaviSassanidPersianbook called Haar Afsanah

(Thousand Myths, iPersian ) » 4l.dl), a collection of ancient Indian and Persian talkes.

During the reign of theAbbasid Caliph Harun al-Rashidn the eighth century Baghdadhad
become an important cosmopolitan city. MerchamimfiPersia Ching India, Africa, and Europe
were all found in Baghdad. During this time, mamyhe stories that were originally folk stories
are thought to have been collected orally over maars and later compiled into a single book.
The compiler and ninth-century translator into Acais reputedly the storyteller Abu Abd-Allah
Muhammad el-Gahshigar. Thieame storyof Shahrzad seems to have been added in the
fourteenth century.

The influence of Persian literature on World litetare

Sufi literature

William Shakespeareeferred to Iran as the "land of the Sophy".Soh@ersia's best-beloved
medieval poets wer8ufis and their poetry was, and is, widely read by Séfm Moroccoto
Indonesia Rumi (Maulana) in particular is renowned both as a poet andhasfounder of a
widespread Sufi order. The themes and styles sfdévotional poetry have been widely imitated

by many Sufi poets. See also the articleSoifii poetry

Many notable texts in Persian mystic literature ao¢ poems, yet highly read and regarded.
Among those ar&imiya-yi saidatandAsrar al-Tawhid

Afghanistanand theTransoxianacan claim to be the birthplace of Modern PersMast of the
great patrons of Persian literature suchSaftan Sanjamand the courts of th&amanidsand
Ghaznavidsvere situated in this region, as were writers aagfRudakj Unsuri andFerdowsi As
such, this rich literary heritage continues to swvwell into the present in countries like
Tajikistan Uzbekistanand Afghanistan.
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Contemporary Persian literature

History

Some leading figures of Iranian literary intelleadgl (L to R) Morteza Keyvan, Ahmad
Shamlou, Nima Yooshij, Siavash Kasraie, and Huslibtghaj

In the nineteenth century, Persian literature eégpeed dramatic change and entered a new
era. The beginning of this change was exemplifigdab incident in the mid-nineteenth
century at the court oNasereddin Shahwhen the reform-minded prime ministekmir
Kabir, chastised the poetiabibollah Qa'anifor "lying" in a panegyric gasida written in
Kabir's honor. Kabir saw poetry in general andtpe of poetry that had developed during
the Qajar period as detrimental to "progress" anddernization" in Iranian society, which
he believed was in dire need of change. Such coaaeere also expressed by others such as
Fath-'Ali AkhundzadehMirza Aga Khan Kermaniand Mirza Malkom Khan Khan also
addressed a need for a change in Persian poditgrary terms as well, always linking it to
social concerns.

The new Persian literary movement cannot be unatistvithout an understanding of the
intellectual movementamong Iranian philosophical circles. Given theigloand political
climate of Persia (Iran) in the late nineteenth aady twentieth centuries, which led to the
Persian Constitutional Revolutiaf 1906-1911, the idea that change in poetry weasssary
became widespread. Many argued that Persian psiediyld reflect the realities of a country
in transition. This idea was propagated by notdiikrary figures such ag\li-Akbar
Dehkhodaand Abolgasem Arefwho challenged the traditional system of Pergiaetry in
terms of introducing new content and experimentatidgth rhetoric, lexico-semantics, and
structure. Dehkhoda, for instance, used a lessamhkrtraditional form, the mosammat, to
elegize the execution of a revolutionary journalldref employed the ghazal, "the most
central genre within the lyrical tradition" ,to ‘i his "Payam-e Azadi" (Message of
Freedom).
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Some researchers argue that the notion of "sodta@blramifications of esthetic changes”
led to the idea of poets "as social leaders trifiegiimits and possibilities of social change."

An important movement in modern Persian literatwentered on the question of
modernizatiorandWesternizatiorand whether these terms are synonymous when digsgeri
the evolution of Iranian society. It can be argtieat almost all advocates of modernism in
Persian literature, from Akhundzadeh, Kermani, &talkom Khan to Dehkhoda, 'Aref,
Bahar, and Rafat, were inspired by developmentscaadges that had occurred in Western,
particularly European, literatures. Such inspimgialid not mean blindly copying Western
models but, rather, adapting aspects of Westegratiire and changing them to fit the needs

of Iranian culture.

Abdolhossein

Zarrinkoub,

master of
Persian
literature and
literary

criticism

Following the pioneering works ofihmad Kasravi Sadeq Hedayaand many others, the
Iranian wave of comparative literature and literanijicism reached a symbolic crest with the
emergence ofAbdolhossein Zarrinkoyb Shahrokh Meskogb Houshang Golshiriand
Ebrahim Golestan
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Persian literature in Afghanistan

Persian literature in Afghanistan has also expeadra dramatic change during last century.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, Afghdais was confronted with economic and
social change, which sparked a new approach tmatitee. In 1911 Mahmud Tarzi who
came back to Afghanistan after years of exile ink€y and was influential in government
circles, started a fortnightly publication nameddpal Akhbar. Saraj was not the first such
publication in the country, but in the field of ymalism and literature it launched a new
period of change and modernization. Saraj not ptdyed an important role in journalism, it
also gave new life to literature as a whole andnedethe way for poetry to explore new
avenues of expression through which personal thisugbk on a more social colour.

In 1930 (1309 AH), after months of cultural stagoata group of writers founded the Herat
Literary Circle. A year later, another group cadlintself the Kabul Literary Circle was
founded in the capital. Both groups published ragwhagazines dedicated to culture and
Persian literature. Both, especially the Kabul mation, had little success in becoming
venues for modern Persian poetry and writing. imeti the Kabul publication turned into a
stronghold for traditional writers and poets, anodernism in Dari literature was pushed to
the fringes of social and cultural life.

Three of the most prominent classical poets in Afgstan at the time wer@ari Abdullah
Abdul Haqg BetatandKhalil Ullah Khalili. The first two received the honorary title Maldk u
Shoara (King of Poets). Khalili, the third and ygest, was drawn toward the Khorasan style
of poetry instead of the usual Hendi style. He @las interested in modern poetry and wrote
a few poems in a more modern style with new aspedtsought and meaning. In 1318 (AH),
after two poems byima Youshijtitled "Gharab" and "Ghaghnus" were published, Iiha
wrote a poem under the name "Sorude Kuhestan"loe ‘Song of the Mountain” in the same
rhyming pattern as Nima and sent it to the Kabtgdary Circle. The traditionalists in Kabul
refused to publish it because it was not writterthia traditional rhyme. They criticized
Khalili for modernizing his style.

Very gradually new styles found their way into H@eure and literary circles despite the
efforts of traditionalists. The first book of newgms was published in the year 1957 (1336
AG), and in 1962 (1341 AH), a collection of mod&arsian poetry was published in Kabul.
The first group to write poems in the new stylesisted ofMlahmud FaraniBaregh Shafi’j
Solayman LayegSohail Ayenehand a few others. Latevasef Bakhtari Asadullah Habib
andLatif Nazemj and others joined the {group. Each had his owreshanodernizing
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Persian poetry in Afghanistan. Other notable figureeludelLeila Sarahat Roshgnsayed
Elan BahaandParwin Pazwak

Poets likeMayakovsky Yase NienandLahouti (an Iranian poet living in exile in Russia)
exerted a special influence on the Persian poefSfghanistan. The influence of Iranians
(e.g.Farrokhi YazdiandAhmad Shamlouon modern Afghan prose and poetry, especially in
the second half of the twentieth century, must hlstaken into consideration.

Prominent Afghanistani writers likesef SoltanzadelReza Ebrahimi, Ameneh Mohammadi
andAbbas Jafargrew up in Iran and were influenced by Iranianters and teachers.

Persian literature in Tajikistan

The new poetry in Tajikistan is mostly concernedhwtihe way of life of people and is
revolutionary. From the 1950s until the advent efvnpoetry in France, Asia and Latin
America, the impact of the modernization drive vga®ng. In the 1960s, modern Iranian
poetry and that ofMohammad Igbal Lahoummade a profound impression in Tajik poetry.
This period is probably the richest and most pioigferiod for the development of themes
and forms in Persian poetry in Tajikistan. SomeKTapets were mere imitators, and one can
easily see the traits of foreign poets in theirkv@nly two or three poets were able to digest
the foreign poetry and compose original poetryldjikistan, the format and pictorial aspects
of short stories and novels were taken from Russiath European literature. Some of
Tajikistarls prominent names in Persian literature@oérokhsar Safi EveVlo'men Ghena'at
Farzaneh KhojandindLayeq Shir-Ali
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Novels Period of growth and development

This second period in the development of the modRarsian short story began with tbeup of 19
August1953 and ended with theevolution of 1979

Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoon

Moshiri, modern Persian poets

Jalal Al-e Ahmads among the proponents of new political and ealtideas whose influence and impact straddle
the first and the second periods in the historynoflern Persian fiction. His writings show an awassnof the
works of Franz Fanon and the new generation ofltiorld writers concerned with the problems of otdt
domination by colonial powers. Al-e Ahmad, BehaZionekaboni, and Behrangi can all be described aageugy
writers because most of their stories are builtadoa central ideological tenet or thesis andtilaie the authors'
political views and leanings. Among poets of thisipd, Forough Farrokhza(ll935-1967) has a special place as
the first female poet of the Persian language ameld by her contemporaries and who left a lastaggity despite
her short life. Her legacy and influence is notpiily (or uniquely) political; however, she wasag the first

women able to set a personal and original marthigxsense she is elevated to iconic status.

Another notable author from this period 8min Daneshvarb. 1921), the first woman writer of note in
contemporary Persian literature. Her reputationtsré&ggely on her popular novel Savusun ("The Metsnof
Siyavosh" 1969). Simin Daneshvar's short stories desergation because they focus on the plight and social

exclusion of women in Persian society and addsisdl issues from a woman's point of view.

Gholam Hossein Saésli(1935—85) short stories, which he called ghesfsan transcend the boundaries of realism
and attain a symbolic significance. His allegoristries, which occasionally resemble folkloricetahnd fables,
are inhabited by displaced persons, trapped in dadd (Sepanlu, p. 117). They emphasize the aesiatid the
psychological perturbations of his deeply troubtddhracters. Sadeghi (1936-84) was yet another autho

focused on the anxieties and secret mental agohtgs characters.

Hooshang Golshir{1937-2000) and\sghar Elahi(b. 1944) created memorable psychological postrditough
interim monologue and stream of consciousness igabs. Golshiri, the author of the long story "Steaz
Ehtejab" (Prince Ehtejab, 1968), is particularlytetb for his successful experiments with extendeerior
monologues. A bold, innovative writer eager to explmodern methods and styles, Golshiri uses strafam

consciousness narrative to reassess familiar #®arid events.
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Introducing
a
Book

Although Lev Semenovich Vygotsky died in 1934, las Imow become a living theoretical force.
Vygotsky has led many scholars toward a heightematerstanding of the historical and social
roots of mind. Vygotsky's pioneering work in the209and 1930s has only recently won full
recognition in the world. Nobody has taught usdydtiow to balance the claims of the individual
with those of society and culture in our thinking

We don't know much about Vygotsky's life. Vygotskgs born in 1896 in the town of Orscha in
Belorussia to a middle-class Jewish family. A shidef literature, philosophy, and esthetics,
Vygotsky plunged into psychology at the age of tiyexight, and died of tuberculosis ten years
later. A profound theoretician, he was also a migoractice who founded and directed a number
of research laboratories, including the first Rassinstitute for the Study of Handicapped
Children.

'"Thought and Language' by Lev Vygotsky, newly rediaad edited by Alex Kozulin in 1986 is a
study of the most complex problems in psychologng interrelation of thought and speech.
Twenty years after the edition of Thought and Lagg came along the revised edition by
Kozulin appeared in 1986. The newly revised editibVygotsky's seminal work contains much
new material and many references that were prelyiomsvailable

The structure of the book is perforce complex andtifaceted; yet all its parts are oriented
toward a central task, the genetic analysis ofréttetion between thought and the spoken word.
Chapter 1 poses the problem and discusses the dn&hapter 2 and 3 are critical analyses of the
two most influential theories of the developmentiasfiguage and thinking, Piaget's and Stern's.
Chapter 4 attempts to trace the genetic roots aight and language; it serves as a theoretical
introduction to the main parts of the book, the ®xperimental investigations described in the
next two chapters. The first of the investigati¢tizapter 5) deals with the general developmental
course of word meanings in childhood; the secorfter 6) is a comparative study of the
development of the "scientific" and the spontaneooascepts of the child. The last chapter
(chapter7) attempts to draw together the threadthefinvestigations and to present the total
process of verbal thought as it appears in the 6fthe gathered data

We recommend the revised edition of ‘'Thought amtguage’, edited by Alex Kozulin in 1986, to
those who are interested in uncovering the probdérthough and speech as a focal issue of
human psychology.
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Poetry

So strong is the Persian aptitude for versifyingrgglay expressions that one can encounter
poetry in almost every classical work, whether fi@ersian literature, science, or metaphysics. In
short, the ability to write in verse form was a-pequisite for any scholar. For example, almost

half of Avicennas medical writings are in verse.

Works of the early era of Persian poetry are chiaraed by strong court patronage, an
extravagance gpanegyricsand what is known ass\ S.. "exalted in style". The tradition of
royal patronage began perhaps underSassanicera and carried over through thAbbasidand
Samanidcourts into every majdPersian dynastyl he Qasidawas perhaps the most famous form
of panegyric used, thougiuatrainssuch as those i@mar Khayyars Ruba'iyyatare also widely
popular.

Khorasani style, whose followers mostly were asged withGreater Khorasaris characterized
by its supercilious diction, dignified tone, andlatvely literate language. The chief
representatives of this lyricism afesjadi, Farrukhi SistaniUnsuri andManuchehri Panegyric
masters such @udakiwere known for their love of nature, their ver®anding with evocative

descriptions.

Through these courts and system of patronage ethéngeepic style of poetry, witherdowss
Shahnamaat the apex. By glorifying theanian historical pash heroic and elevated verses, he
and other notables such@aqigi andAsadi Tusipresented theAjam" with a source of pride and
inspiration that has helped preserve a sense aotitgeor the Iranian peopleover the ages.

Ferdowsi set a model to be followed by a host béppoets later on.

The thirteenth century marks the ascendancy aof lyoetry with the consequent development of
the ghazalinto a major verse form, as well as the rise otiogl andSufi poetry This style is
often called "Aragi style", (western provinces odrl were known as Arag-e-Ajam or Persian
Iraq) and is known by its emotional lyric qualitiekch meters, and the relative simplicity of its
language. Emotional romantic poetry was not somgtimew however, as works such\4s o
Ramin by Asad Gorganiand Yusof o Zoleikha byAm'aq Bokharai exemplify. Poets such as
Sana'iand Attar (who ostensibly have inspirdgumi), Khagani ShirvaniAnvari, and Nezamj
were highly respected ghazal writers. However glite of this school arBRumi, Sadj andHafez

Regarding the tradition of Persian love poetry miyirihe Safavid era, Persian historiaBhsan
Yarshatemotes, "As a rule, the beloved is not a womanabgdgung man. In the early centuries of
Islam, the raids intdCentral Asiaproduced many younglaves Slaves were also bought or

received as gifts. They were made to serve as ptgersurt or in the households of the affluent,
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or as soldiers and bodyguards. Young men, slavesogralso, served wine at banquets and
receptions, and the more gifted among them coulty phusic and maintain a cultivated
conversation. It wave toward young pages, soldiers, or novicesdadds and professiomghich
was the subject of lyrical introductions to panégg/from the beginning of Persian poetry, and of
the ghazal.

In the didactic genre one can mentid®anas Hadigat-ul-Hagiqah (Garden of Truth) as well as
Nezamis Makhzan-ul-Agir (Treasury of Secrets). Some Aftar's works also belong to this
genre as do the major worksRfimi, although some tend to classify these in the &itigpe due

to their mystical and emotional qualities. In agtatit some tend to grougaser Khosrovg works

in this style as well; however the true gem of thésire isSadis Bustan a heavyweight of Persian
literature.

After the fifteenth century, the Indian style ofrian poetry (sometimes also called Isfahani or
Safavi styles) took over. This style has its rantthe Timurid era and produced the likes Anir

Khosrow Dehlavjiand BhaiNand Lal Goya

Classical Persian poetry in ntlern times

M.T.Bahar, the greatest classical poet of modenmméis

A few notable classical poets have arisen sincaitneteenth century, among whom Mohammad
Taghi Bahar and Parvin Etesami have been mostregdeh Mohammad Taghi Bahar had the title
"king of poets" and had a significant role in theeggence and development of Persian literature
as a distinct institution in the early part of tixentieth century. The theme of his poems was the

social and political situation of Iran.

Parvin Etesami may be called the greatest Persiategs writing in the classical style. One of her
remarkable series, callddast va HoshyaThe Drunk and the Sober), won admiration from
many of those involved in romantic poetry!
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Modern Persian poetry

Nima Yushijis considered the father of modern Persian pogtingducing many techniques and
forms to differentiate the modern from the old. Bekieless, the credit for popularizing this new
literary form within a country and culture solidbased on a thousand years of classical poetry
goes to his few disciples such as Ahmad Shamlow, adopted Nima's methods and tried new
technigues of modern poetry.

Nima Yushij, founder of modern Persian poetry|

The transformation brought about by Nima Youshijowreed Persian poetry from the fetters of
prosodic measures, was a turning point in a laegdiy tradition. It broadened the perception and
thinking of the poets that came after him. Nimae#t a different understanding of the principles
of classical poetry. His artistry was not confingx removing the need for a fixed-length

hemistich and dispensing with the tradition of rimygnbut focused on a broader structure and
function based on a contemporary understandinguofiam and social existence. His aim in

renovating poetry was to commit it to a "naturaritity" and to achieve a modern discipline in
the mind and linguistic performance of the poet.

Nima held that the formal technique dominating silzal poetry interfered with its vitality, vigor
and progress. Although he accepted some of ithetistproperties and extended them in his
poetry, he never ceased to widen his poetic expegiby emphasizing the "natural order” of this
art. What Nima Youshij founded in contemporary pgethis successoAhmad Shamlou

continued.

The Sepid poem(which translates to white poem), which draws stairces from this poet,
avoided the compulsory rules which had enteredNingai’ school of poetry and adopted a freer
structure. This allowed a more direct relationdtgpyeen the poet and his or her emotional roots.
In previous poetry, the qualities of the poet'sonsas well as the span of the subject could only
be expressed in general terms and were subsumétkdprmal limitations imposed on poetic

expression.
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Khalilollah Khalili on the cover of "Deewaan-e Khalilullah Khalili"

Simin Daneshvay Iran's first female novelist and short story wei.

Nima’'s poetry transgressed these limitations. liedeon the natural function inherent within
poetry itself to portray the poet’s solidarity witfe and the wide world surrounding him or her in
specific and unambiguous details and scenes. $&@tty continues the poetic vision as Nima
expressed it and avoids the contrived rules impaseds creation. However, its most distinct
difference with Nimai' poetry is to move away frahe rhythms it employed. Nima Yioushij paid
attention to an overall harmonious rhyming and te@anany experimental examples to achieve
this end.

Ahmad Shamlu discovered the inner characterisfiggetry and its manifestation in the literary
creations of classical masters as well as the Niexperience. He offered an individual approach.
By distancing himself from the obligations impodwedolder poetry and some of the limitations
that had entered the Nimai’ poem, he recognizedrtie of prose and music hidden in the
language. In the structure of Sepid poetry, in I@sttto the prosodic and Nimai’ rules, the poem
is written in more "natural" words and incorporageprose-like process without losing its poetic
distinction. Sepid poetry is a developing branchNafai’ poetry built upon Nima Youshij's
innovations. Nima thought that any change in thestraction and the tools of a poet’s expression
is conditional on his/her knowledge of the worldlanrevolutionized outlook. Sepid poetry could
not take root outside this teaching and its rlslpmjoa
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According toSimin BehbahaniSepid poetry did not received general acceptdtere Bijan
Jalalls works. He is considered the founder of Sepidtrpoaccording to Behbahafif!?"!
Behbahani herself used the "Char Pareh" style ofaNand subsequently turnedgteaza) a free-
flowing poetry style similar to the Western sonn@imin Behbahani contributed to a historic
development in the form of the ghazal, as she addedltrical subjects, and daily events and
conversations into her poetry. She has expanderthtige of traditional Persian verse forms and

produced some of the most significant works of Rarkterature in the twentieth century.

A reluctant follower of Nima YushijMehdi Akhavan-Salegpublished hisOrgan (1951) to
support contentions against Nima Yushij's grounakireg endeavors. But before long he realized
that Nima and the modernists emulating him had ntoreffer than a just a change in rhythm,
rhyme, and the general application of the classfoabic meters. In Persian poetry, Mehdi
Akhavan Sales has established a bridge betweeKhbessaniand Nima Schools. The critics
consider Mehdi Akhavan Sales as one of the bedengorary Persian poets. He is one of the
pioneers of free verse (new style poetry) in Parkfarature, particularly of modern style epids. |

was his ambition, for a long time, to introduceesh style to Persian poetry.

Forough Farrokhzags important in the literary history of Iran fdiree reasons. First, she was
among the first generation to embrace the new styf@etry, pioneered by Nima Yushij during
the 1920s, which demanded that poets experimehtnwtme, imagery, and the individual voice.
Second, she was the first modern Iranian woman raphically articulate private sexual
landscapes from a woman's perspective. Finally, tstvescended her own literary role and

experimented with acting, painting, and documenfimsmaking.

Fereydoon Moshiris best known as conciliator of classical Pergiaatry with the New Poetry
initiated by Nima Yooshij. One of the major contritons of Moshiri's poetry, according to some

observers, is the broadening of the social andrg@bical scope of modern Persian literature.

A poet of the last generation before the IslamiwdRgion worthy of mention isMohammad-
Reza Shafiei-Kadkar(M. Sereshk). Though he is from Khorassan and swajween allegiance
to Nima Youshij and Akhavan Saless, in his poetey dhows the influences of Hafez and
Mowlavi. He uses simple, lyrical language and isstlyoinspired by the political atmosphere. He
is the most successful of those poets who in thst fmur decades have tried hard to find a
synthesis between the two models of Ahmad Shanmiidd\ama Y oushij.

Among the prominent Persian poets of the youngeeiggion isMana Aghaeand Ziba Karbasi.
Mana Aghaeds afemale poet who combines the form of the previous geimratespecially
Farrokhzad and Sepehri) with new topics and metaptetevant to the 21st century.

|
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William Blake

William Blake (28 Novemberl757 — 12 August1827 was anEnglish poet painter and
printmaker Largely unrecognized during his lifetime, Blake/erk is today considered seminal
and significant in the history of both poetry ahe wisual arts.Blake's prophetic poetry has been
said to form "what is in proportion to its meritetleast read body of poetry in the language." His
visual artistry has led one modern critic to prouldim "far and away the greatest artist Britain
has ever produced.” Although he only once travalegfarther than a day's walk outside London
over the course of his life, his creative visiomendered a diverse and symbolically rich corpus,
which embracedrhaginatiorias "the body of God," or "Human existence its@lfice considered
mad for his idiosyncratic views, Blake is highlygeeded today for his expressiveness and
creativity, and the philosophical and mystical eunts that underlie his work. His work has been
characterized as part of tiR®mantic movemenor even "Pre-Romantic,” for its largely having
appeared in the 18th century. Reverent ofBi#e but hostile to thestablished ChurgtBlake
was influenced by the ideals and ambitions offtenchandAmerican revolutionsas well as by
such thinkers a€£manuel Swedenbaigespite these known influences, the originalityd an
singularity of Blake's work make it difficult to agsify. One 19th century scholar characterised
Blake as a "glorious luminary man not forestalled by predecessors, nor to assetl with
contemporaries, nor to be replaced by known orilgeadrmisable successors."

"The Shepherd"

How sweet is the shepherds sweet lot,
From the morn to the evening he strays:
He shall follow his sheep all the day

And his tongue shall be filled with praise.

For he hears the lambs innocent call.

And he hears the ewes tender reply

He is watchful while they are in peace,

For they know when their shepherd is nigh.

A Divine Image

Cruelty has a Human heart

And Jealousy a Human Face,
Terror, the Human Form Divine,
And Secrecy, the Human Dress.
The Human Dress is forgéd Iron,
The Human Form, a fiery Forge,
The Human Face, a Furnace seal'd,
The Human Heart, its hungry Gorge.
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What's an Acronym?

An acronym is a kind of abbreviation. The word cenfeom Greek, meaning heads of names.
Acronyms are usually made from the capitalisedallsitof the words it represents, for example FBI is

an acronym for the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Occasionally, for special reasons, the secondrlefta word is used, as in XML (eXtensible Markup
Language), but this is deprecated. Sometimes nfane one letter is included for a word, to avoid
ambiguity or because they form an existing abbt®mna as in SACEUR (Supreme Allied

Commander, Europe)

Contrary to what some sources say, acronyms ddaat to be pronounceable words (for example
FBI is spelled out when spoken, whereas NASA i3.r&dme sources use the word initialism to refer

to the spelled acronyms.
Acronym and initialism

Acronyms, initialisms, and alphabetisms are abbreviationsthat are formed using the initial
components in a phrase or name. These componegtbenadividual letters (as IBEO) or parts of
words (as inBeneluxor Delmarvg. There is no universal agreement on the prec$mition of the
various terms (seBomenclaturg nor on written usage (s€&rthographic styling While popular in
recent English, such abbreviations haisorical usen English, as well asther languagesAs a type

of word formationprocess, acronyms and initialisms are viewed satype oBlending

Comparing a few examples of each type

e Pronounced as a word, containing only initial lette
o laser light amplification by the stimulated emissionrafliation
o NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization
0 scubaself-contained underwater breathing apparatus.

e Pronounced as a word, containing non-initial lstter
o0 Amphetamine Alpha-methyl-phenethylamine
o0 GestapoGeheime Staatspolizei ("secret state police")
o Interpol International Criminal Police Organization
o radar radio detection and ranging

* Pronounced as a word or names of letters, depelndispeaker or context
o FAQ: ([feek] oref a cué frequently asked questions
o IRA:
= When used folrish Republican Armypronounced as letters in English (

ar a) but as a word in Spanistirg]
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=  When used foindividual Retirement Accountan be pronounced as letters
(iar @) or as a word'@tra]
LED: light-emitting diode (j¢d] or more frequentlgl ee dep

SAT: ([seet] ores a teg (previously) Scholastic Achievement (or Aptitudedst(s),
now claimed not to stand for anything.

SQL: ([siikkwoal] or ess cue €l Structured Query Language, also sometimes
pronounced as sequel.

Pronounced as a combination of names of letters.amoird

O O O

CD-ROM: (see-dedrbm]) Compact Disc read-only memory
IUPAC: (i-u-[paek]) International Union of Pure and Applied Cligtny

JPEG (jay-[peg]) Joint Photographic Experts Group
SFMOMA: (es-effmoums]) San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

Pronounced only as the names of letters

(o]

0
0
0

BBC: British Broadcasting Corporation
CNN: Cable News Network

DNA: deoxyribonucleic acid

USA: United States of America

Pronounced as the names of letters but with a@ltort

(o]

AAA:

= (triple @) American Automobile Association

= (triple A) Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

= (three a'$ Amateur Athletic Association
IEEE: (i triple €) Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
NAACP: (en double a cee pgeNational Association for the Advancement of
Colored People
NCAA: (en cee double ar en cee two @r en cee a pNational Collegiate Athletic
Association

Shortcut incorporated into name

0
0
0

3M: (three en originally Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Cpamy
E3 (e thred Electronic Entertainment Exposition
W3C: (double-u three cgaNorld Wide Web Consortium

Multi-layered acronyms

o

(0]

FRC. FIRST Robotics Competition,e., For Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology Robotics Competition

GAIM: GTK+ AOL Instant Messenger.e. GIMP Tool Kit America OnLine Instant
Messengern,.e. GNU ImageManipulation Program Tool Kit America OnLine Insta
Messengerj.e. GNU's Not Unix Image Manipulation Program Tool Kimerica
OnLine Instant Messenger |
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0 GTK+: GIMP Tool Kit, i.e. GNU Image Manipulation Program Tool Kite. GNU's
Not Unix Image Manipulation Program Tool Kit

0 PAC-3 PATRIOT Advanced Capability 3.e., Phased Array Tracking RADAR
Intercept on Targete., RAdio Detection And Ranging

o JAXB: JavaAPI for XML Binding,i.e. Java Application Programming Interface for
eXtensible Markup Language Binding

o VHDL: VHSIC Hardware Description Languageg., Very High Speed Integrated
Circuits Hardware Description Language

» Recursive acronymsn which the abbreviation itself is the expansadrone initial
0 GNU: GNU's Not Unix!
o HURD: HIRD of Unix-Replacing Daemons, where "HIRD" sianfor "HURD of
Interfaces Representing Depth”
o PHP PHP Hypertext Preprocessor
0 VISA: VISA International Service Association
o XNA: XNA's Not Acronymed - a game development framéwioom Microsoft

» Initialisms whose last word is a noun, but whicle abmetimes used as adjectives and the
final noun stated separately (almost always reduthga
0 ABS system ABSfrom the GermanAntiblockiersystem: Anti-lock braking system
system
ATM machineAutomated Teller Machineachine
DC Comics Detective Comicsomics
UPC code:Universal Product Codeode
PIN number:Personal Identification Numbemumber
KFC Chicken:Kentucky Fried Chickenhicken

[eXNelNelNolNe]

» Self-referential acronyms
0 TLA: Three Letter Acronym,e. it is an example of what it means

Historical and current use

In the English language, the widespread use ofrgone and initialisms is a relatively ndimguistic
phenomenon, becoming increasingly evident sincartide20th century. As literacy rates rose, and as
advances in science and technology brought witintheore complicated terms and concepts, the
practice of abbreviating terms became increasingtyenient. Théxford English DictionarfOED)
records the first printed use of the wandialism as occurring in 1899, but it did not come into eyah

use until 1965, well after acronym had become commo

Around 1943, the termacronymwas coined to recognize abbreviations and conmntrastof phrases
pronounced as wordS! For example, the army offense of being Absent WithOfficial Leave was
abbreviated toA.W.O.L." in reports, but when pronounced ‘awol' becamaaanym™® While initial

letters are commonly used to form an acronym, thiginal definition wasa word made from the

initial letters or syllables of other word!" for example UNIVAC from UNIVersal Automatic
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Computet’® An early commercial example wagabiscofor the National Biscuit Compar’ The

word acronymitself comes fronGreek @xpoc, akros, "topmost, extreme"&voua, onoma, "name."

Despite the recent emergence in English, earliamgkes of acronyms in other languages exist. The
early Christiansin Rome used the image of fish as a symbol foldesusin part because of an
acronym—fish in Greek isIX@YX (ichthy9, which was said to stand fdncolc Xpiotoc @col Yiog
Totp (lesous CHristos THeou (h) Uios Sotdesus Christ, Son of God, Savior). Evidence & th
interpretation dates from the 2nd and 3rd centaiesis preserved in tlmtacomb®f Rome. And for
centuries, the Church has used the inscripitiRl over the crucifix, which stands for the Latasus

Nazarenus Rex ludaeoruffiesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews").

Initialisms were used in Rome dating back eveniaratthan the Christian era. For example, the dffici
name for the Roman Empire, and the Republic befgravas abbreviated aSPQR (Senatus

Populusque Romanus

Acronyms pronounced as words may be a 20th cemptoepomenon. Linguist David Wilton Word
Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legensisites that "forming words from acronyms is ailisly
twentieth- (and now twenty-first-) century phenomen There is only one known pre-twentieth-
century word with an acronymic origin and it wasvogue for only a short time in 1886. The word is

colinderiesor colinda, an acronym for the Colonial and Indian Expositiwhd in London in that year.

Early examples in English

e A.M. (Latin ante meridiem"before noon") an@.M. (Latin post meridiem"after noon")

e O.K, a term of disputed origin, dating back at leasttlte early 19th century, now used
around the world

* n.g, for "no good," from 1838

» B.C.stands foBefore ChristandA.D.for Anno Dominj Latin for "In the year of our Lord"

* The etymology of the wordalphabetitself comes toMiddle Englishfrom the Late Latin
Alphabetumwhich in turn derives from thancient GreekAlphabetosfrom alpha andbetg
the first two letters of thé&reek alphabdt” Colloquially, learning the alphabet is called
learning one'#\BCs

Current use

Acronyms and initialisms are used most often torewihte names of organizations and long or
frequently referenced terms. Themed forcesnd government agencies frequently employ insiadi
(and occasionally, acronyms) (a well known Englethguage example being thalpghabet agenciés
created byFranklin D. Roosevelunder theNew Dea). Business and industry also are prolific coiners
of acronyms and initialisms. The rapid advancecidrece and technology in recent centuries seems to
be an underlying force driving the usage, as nesgritions and concepts with multiword names create
a demand for shorter, more manageable names. @reseatative example, from the U.S. Navy, is

COMCRUDESPAC, which stands for Conjmander, Cruideestroyers Pacific; it's also seen as
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"ComCruDesPac". "YABA-compatible" (where YABA stantbr "Yet Another Bloody Acronym") is
used to mean that a term's acronym can be prondumgeis not an offensive word. (e.g., "When

choosing a new name, be sure it is "YABA-compatible

Jargon

Acronyms and initialisms often occur jmrgon An initialism may have different meanings in diiént
areas of industry, writing, and scholarship. This Hed some to obfuscate the meaning either
intentionally, to deter those without such domagiefic knowledge, or unintentionally, by creating
an initialism that already existed. One exampley nelatively obscure, is the verb "squeg”, from

"squeaking Megger", a term from World

Acronyms as legendary etymologySee also:

It is not uncommon for acronyms to be cited inradkoffalse etymologycalled afolk etymologyfor a
word. Such etymologies persist in popular cultuse Have no scholarly basis imstorical linguistics
and are examples of language-relatedan legendsFor examplecop is commonly cited as being
supposedly derived from "constable on patrpbshfrom "port out, starboard hortieand golf from
"gentlemen only, ladies forbidden". Taboo wordparnticular commonly have such false etymologies:

shit from "ship high in transit" anflick from "for unlawful carnal knowledge."

Numerals and constituent words

While typically abbreviations exclude the initimls shortfunction words(such as "and", "or", "of", or

"to"), they are sometimes included in acronyms &kenthem pronounceable.

Numbers (botttardinalandordinal) in names are often representeddimits rather than initial letters:
as in4GL (Fourth generation languager G77 (Group of 77. Large numbers may useetric prefixes

as withY2K for "Year 2000" (sometimes writte¥i2k because the proper S| symbol for 1008, inot
K---which stands forkelvin). Exceptions using initials for numbers includd.A (three-letter
acronym/abbreviation) an@GoF (Gang of Four. Abbreviations using numbers for other purposes
include repetitions, such a&/3C ("World Wide Web Consortium"); pronunciation, suels B2B
("business to business"); amdmeronymssuch as18n (“internationalization";18 represents the 18

letters between the initialand the finah).
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Changes to (or word play on) the expanded meaning

Pseudo-acronyms

In some cases, an acronym or initialism has begefireed as a honacronymous name, creating a
pseudo-acronynior example, the letters making up the name@8T (pronounced as letters)
college entrance test no longer officially stand daything. This trend has been common with
many companies hoping to retain th@iandrecognition while simultaneously moving away from
what they saw as an outdated image: American Telepltand Telegraph becam@&T (its
parent/child, SBC, followed suit prior to its acsjtion of AT&T and after its acquisition of a
number of the otheBaby Bells changing from Southwestern Bell Corporatidf@ntucky Fried
ChickenbecameKFC, British PetroleunbecameBP to emphasize that it was no longer only an
oil company (captured by its motto "beyond petroigy Silicon Graphics, Incorporatdasecame
SGI to emphasize that it was no longer only a cdempgraphics companypVD now has no
official meaning: its advocates couldn't agree dretiver the initials stood for "Digital Video

Disc" or "Digital Versatile Disc," and now both tes are used.

Pseudo-acronyms may have advantages in internhtinagkets: for example, some national
affiliates of International Business Machinase legally incorporated as "IBM" (or, for example
"IBM Canada") to avoid translating the full nameoiriocal languages. SimilarlyUBS' is the

name of the mergednion Bank of SwitzerlandndSwiss Bank Corporation

Recursive acronyms and RAS syndrome

Rebranding can lead tedundant-acronym syndrome syndroras wherTrustee Savings Bank
became TSB Bank, or whdRailway Express Agenchecame REA Express. A feligh-tech
companies have taken the redundant acronym totrenge: for example, ISM Information
Systems Management Corp. and SHL Systemhouse Lidth&r common example RAM
memory which is redundant becauBAM (random-access memgrincludes the initial of the
word memory PIN stands fopersonal identification numbgbbviating the second word RIN
number Other examples includ&TM machine(Automatic Teller Machine machipe&eAB bank
(European American Bank bankdlV virus (Human Immunodeficiency Virus vijudicrosoft's
NT Technology New Technology Technoldggnd the formerly redunda®AT test (Scholastic
Achievement/Aptitude/Assessment Testriest simplySAT Reasoning T@st
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Simple redefining

Sometimes, the initials continue to stand for apagxied meaning, but the original meaning is simply

replaced. Some examples:

* GAO changed the full form of its name fro@eneral Accounting Officéo Government
Accountability Office

e SADD changed the full form of its name fro8tudents Against Driving Drunto Students
against Destructive Decisions

e The OCLC changed the full form of its name fro®hio College Library Centeto Online
Computer Library Center

* YM originally stood forYoung Missand laterYoung & Modern but now stands for simply
Your Magazine

WWEF originally stood forWorld Wildlife Fund but now stands fowWorldwide Fund for
Nature(although the former name is still used in the US)

* RAID used to mean Redundant Array of Inexpensive Dridagt is now commonly
interpreted as Redundant Array of Independent Brive

« DVD was originally an initialism of the unofficial tardigital videodisk but is now stated by
theDVD Forumas standing foDigital Versatile Disc

Backronyms

A backronym(or bacronym is aphrasethat isconstructed "after the facffom a previously existing
word, initialism, or acronym. For example, critimsthe Ford Motor Companynight humorously refer
to Ford as being an acronym for a phrase sucHfiasot repairdaily" or "Found On the Road, Dead"

whilst enthusiasts could usérst on raceday".

Most backronym formation occurs in the (linguistig)d owing either to humor or to ignorance of an
acronym's original meaning. The novelist and crifithony Burgessonce proposed that the word
"book" ought to stand forBox Of OrganisedK nowledge.® One artificial type of backronym
formation is when an acronym's official meaningciafted to retrofit an existing acronym whose
original meaning sounded less "official". This pges could be described as a specidsoofdlerism

For instance, th&sBU-43 Massive Ordnance Air Blast boniMOAB) recently developed in the
United States is popularly called the "mother dfbambs" since it isdr recently wagthe largest
conventional bomb in the world; it is widely assuirtbat the "mother of all bombs" phrase was the

original meaning of the MOAB acronym, beingrowcloneof the earlier phrase "Mother of all Xs".

Contrived acronyms

A contrived acronynis an acronym that has been deliberately designedch a way that it will be especially apt
as a name for the thing being named (such as bpdnavdual meaning or by borrowing the positive ramations
of an existing word). Some examples of contrivetbagms ardJSA PATRIOTCAPTCHA andACT UP. The
clothing companyFrench Connectiorbegan referring to itself aBCUK, supposedly standing for "French

Connection United Kingdom." They then created tishand several advertising campaigns that explat t
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acronym's similarity to the taboo wortltk". Other companies have done the same thing MUET or FUKT

(sounds like "fucked"). See tlist of fictional espionage organizatioft more examples of contrived acronyms.

Some acronyms are chosen deliberately to avoidree ransidered undesirable: for examplerliebt in Berlin
(ViB), a Germartelenovelawas first intended to b&lles nur aus Liebe (All for Lovebut was changed to avoid
the resultant acronyl®NAL Similarly, the Computer Literacy and Internet Tiealogy qualification is known as

CLalT, rather tharCLIT.

In the history of the New York City subway systemtefrborough Rapid Transit was abbreviated to IRT, and
Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit became BMT. However, thdependent Subway System became IND, not ISS,

likely because graffiti writers would habituallyggend a P to ISS.

Sometimes even the name of something itself willchanged instead of just the acronym to avoid amil
vandalism issues as with ISS, such as the chanteditle of the video game Puck-Man (as in the) WKPac-
Man due to concern that vandals might scratch outrtigmoof the letter P, changing it to an F and pcdg a

common expletive.

Contrived acronyms differ frorbackronymsin that they were originally conceived with theifasial expanded
meaning, while backronyms' expansion is spuriougvented later as a joke, or as a guess at whabrigaal

expansion may have been.

Macronyms

Whererecursive acronymsnight contain redundant information, i.e. partstled acronym is being
repeated (when read out, for instance: RAM Memohjictv would be Random Access Memory
Memory), macronymsare acronymswhich haveacronymsin themselves. That aacronymis a
recursive acronynsimply means that it somewhere refers back tdf itsel thereforenacronymsare
often mistaken as being justecursive acronymbut the key difference here being that ti@cronym
must contain anothescronym It should also be noted thatnaacronymneed not necessarily be a

recursive acronym

Three good examples ofacronymsare:

XNA which stands foKNA's Not Acronymed

GNU which stands fo6NU's Not Unix

LAME which stands fot AME Ain't an MP3 Encoder
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Mash Unit verriam-Websters Collegiate

Dictionary, 11th Edition added nearly 100 new words

this year. We used 14, many of them mashed-up
products of existing words, for this quiz. Are
they new to you? Answers on the next page.

1 smackdown n. -
A:insult. B:noisy
kiss. C: confrontanon

._ 6 pamno

2. ginormous adj. -
A: exceedingly

large. C: grossly
overindulgent.

3. telenovela n. - 3
A: Spanish-language 4
soap opera. B: digital ¢
phone directory.
C: long sales pitch.

4, snowhoardcrossn, = EiResT
- A: rescue team.

B: sled. C: race with

jumps and turns.

7.nocebon- -
“A: fool. B: corporate
officer. C: harmless
' substance.

5 agnolottin. -

A: shoelace tip.

B: type of pasta.

C: language expert.

WORD POWER

* 8. flex-cuff n. - A: plastic

restraint. B; soft cast.

- C: biker’s toe clip.

9. crunk n. - A: toxic

_ debris. B: sour wine.
~ C:style of rap music.
 10. abaya n. - A: loose-
+  fitting robe. B: rice dish.
C: temporary inactivity.
11 viewshed . -

A political observation.
B: visible environment.

C: border watchtower.

12. hobo n. - A: online
posting error. B: bour-
geois bohemian.
C: devoted friend.

13. yellowcake n. -

A: rich severance

package. B: deadly
fungus. C: uranium ore,

14. andropause n. -
A: drop in air pressure.

- B: decrease in testos-

terone. C: time during

- computer restart.




ANSWERS

1. smackdown -
[C] Confrontation
between rivals.
When it became
clear the teams
would meet in
the playoffs,

we all got ready
for another
smackdown.

2. ginormous -
[B] Extremely
large; humon-
gous. He'd seen
big raccoons in
his yard before,
but this one was
ginormous.

3. telenovela -
[A] A Spanish-
language soap
opera. She didn’t
understand much
of the dialogue, but
she still liked to
watch her friend’s
favourite telenovela,

4. snowboardcross -
[C] Snowboard race
that includes jumps and
turns. He knew the up-
coming snowboardcross
would challenge all his
skills.

5. agnolotti - [B] Type
of semicircular pasta
with a filling of meat,
cheese or vegetables.
The waiter informed us
that one of the dinner
specials was agnolotti
served in a tomato-basil
sauce.
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- 7.nocebo - [C] Harmless

- substance linked to harm-
- ful effects due to negative

- expectations. His pain

- could only be explained by
- the nocebo effect.

8. flex-cuff - [A] Plastic
' restraint fastened around
' the wrists or ankles. The
police had to use flex-cuffs
on a few unruly people.

- 9. crunk - [C] Southern

- style of rap music. She

- wanted people dancing at
~ her party, so she had the

 deejay play lots of crunk.

H
i
§
¢
:
!

4
i
e

. Partially refined uranium

10. abaya - [A] Loose-
fitting, full-length robe
worn by some Muslim
women. Her abaya was
beautifully embroidered.

11. viewshed - [B]
Natural environment
visible from one or more
viewing points. He asked
the planning board to
consider how the build-

ing would affect

the viewshed from

his porch.

12. bobo - [B] Person
who espouses bohemian
values while living a
bourgeois lifestyle. The
road was lined with the
luxury cars of bobos buy-
ing organic produce.

13. yellowcake - [C]

ore used in production
of nuclear weapons. The
inspection ensured that no
yellowcake was missing.

14. andropause - [B]
Decrease in testosterone
in males occurring during
and after middle age. He
learned from his doctor
that some medical jour-

-nals refer to andropause

as male menopause.

. VOCABULARY RATINGS

. 12-14 Exceptional

6-8 Good 9-11 Excellent

Answers
News to Us



